Dear Dick, 



4/25/74 



Your yesterday’s call caught we by surprise in a number of nay s* X bad forgotten 
about my letter to you because I felt that if you were going to react to It you would haw 
immediately. Whan you didn* t, in fact, X got in touch with a friend in publishing the end 
of the week, leaving a message for him because he was away (sold. citing adviC€^ihe can do 
nothing); and writing a political figure early this week# 1 was expecting a call from a 
young lawyer friend who was delayed getting here. And immediately before your call there 
was one that did not come through, Shat is, when X picked the phone up, there was nobody 
there* -. j ■ i /... ■■ 

Ify taping is not automatic and not indiBoriiainate* Because of sophisticated threat©, 
no confirmed by the pplioe, end with, the collaboration of the phone company, I arranged 
a system I can activate rapidly* Because of the incomplete call I was ready and had the 
machine cm the moment X picked the” phone up when you cali#d*Retrieval from taps is an 
extraordinarily time-oonsumi rtg matter. I use tapes this way only to* eliminate the failings 
of memory* When 1 got talking to you X forgot I had the thing running. 

If your letter gets here today X ’ll be able to respond toni^it* 1 have an afternoon 
appointment and the mail geta here middayf one 

I did not have time to think of your calllr mediately af te rward because the lawyer 
did got hero and we were until auppertinse bn that business*; I t hink! it will interest 
you* It id another of, oy Freedom of Inf onnation suits* (l can file one at any time on the 
Watergate book* really two* X can also file against Nixon and the White Houae, Evidence has 
been withheld from me.) • 1 > r ’ * / ' 

Jfy Immediate purpose in writing before your letter comes is not to forgot. There 
aremany things we will want to discuss aside from content and financial arrangements. 

One of this is time and timing and rushing, W© will have to decide on the potential of 
the book snd then on what efforts we will make along those lines, if any* This has the 
capability of being the deciding factor# It will entail ssinor expenses I will not be 
able to advance or absorb, dhiefly tripe to Washington and freebees. The. time I will invest# 
Oft ths other end, there ara mechanical problems. Example! everything except printing 
coats lass here, e^P^i^jy imping, C«npaaped with NYC, vV v 

JJjr files are organised around an entirely different book t a ssort of Dp, Weisberg 1 s 
^Ito Foot Watergate Bookshelf* ; : X haife aeveral written* To do a fast job, X will need a 
research assistant* X have one in mind if hs is free whan college is over* From Philadelphia* 

X 1 !! write him, later t^* V V 

Other things have occurred to me and slipped my mind* Others will* 1*11 start a file 
of then so we can try to miss nothing# Doing an underground book means exploiting all its 
natural possibill^ ties* -// : 

This hoped-for research assistant is a fairly competent typist and a sharp young man 
who could do soma editing of the xvgxk rough ro?igh# 

And there are concerns in my mind about your positions that I think you should be 
fully aware of. It was no figure of apeeoh when I told you this will be an extraordinarily 
tough book. It has no justification unless it is* Or prospect. 

There are a few mundane problems hare. I’ll have to be able to hire a boy to keep 
all the grass mowed or I’ll have to take time from writjjEig. I d prefer to get my exercise 
in walking, which means thinking time, but Im can^t afford tcThire a kid* When you are 
here you will Bee what X mean. 

If there is to be another with you, and if you have things to discuss, it might be 
better to drive* I find the bus enables working while travelling. Scheduled time from 
NYC to Baltimore is about 3 1/2 hours. There is about an hour layover in Baltimore and 
the trip to Frederick from J %ltimore takes another hour* If you drive, 1*11 type the 
instructions on a card so you can follow them. It is easy. Superhighway almost all the 
way, Only one stop 3iga even. 

Meanwhile 9 be t hinkin g of where a magazine piece that has separate worth and news- 
value can be placed and that part, dealing with CIA domestic activities , left out of the 
book* It can provide me acme income, help the book and should be brought to light* 

Sincerely, 
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Your letter of the 23rd came. Thursdays our mall is alwats late because of the 
preference of the junkers for that day's deliveries. And the lawyer who is wnw mv 
ourrwit FOX suit is also late. X begin a response because if he is late enough Is can 
nail a completed letter In Washington tonight, which will save a day. ■ 

I agree that we should get together^Cand that next week is best.Howgter, in some 

weeko T ® taks things first because this man can come at any moment, 

we have medical cappointments in Washington on Thursday. May 2, mine at 11 and my wife's 

a * at 2 clinic a half hour from Hational Airport (plus the time required for 

retrieving tue car). Xf there are no X-rays, etc., ray wife will not Kind waiting when her 
examination is completed, Assuming it. is not by the time I can leave, X should be able to 
meet a plane landing about 12*30 p.m. This would give is much of the afternoon. This f< WH 
provide a safety factor, to avoid keeping you waiting, because I have go assurance that 
apy /testing* X^ray of other# i 3 lndioa'led or r© aulrad* : . ^ 

Monday is out except here because on that day a young friend who is more like a son 
is twining for the week. X must meet his bus. Tuesday afternoon I have a local medical 
appointment. Wednesday if open., but FfcLday I will have to deliver this young man to 
'ronaportairtioii hoasa# leaving the afternoon only* 

L^omro you r view that there should be X remember Oswald in 

jffl 1 ftTWfrflnfl very well and from it learned that I mist alao understanding *Qj v details - I 
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■ In your letter, which I realize may have been written in haste. Si find ambiguities 
and phrases the interpretation of which is not clear to me. What determines publishability 
if one. We could later^disagpee on this and that I would not eant. 

What in this case a "joint venture” is I do not know. 

My lawyer friend has arrived. 
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